
Yes to Debt Justice
(Yes Scotland, Oct 2013)

Yes Scotland welcomes the publication of “Jubilee Scotland and the independence referendum”.

We recognise the knowledge and expertise of Jubilee Scotland on the issue of debt justice and welcome 
its participation and contribution to the debate about Scotland’s constitutional future. By engaging in the 
debate now and developing policy ideas now, charities such as Jubilee Scotland can begin to shape how an 
independent Scotland would look after a Yes vote.

Yes Scotland supports the call by Jubilee Scotland for “a Scotland which is not implicated in unjust or 
unpayable debts – either by receiving payments for old debts, or creating new debts through irresponsible 
lending”.

Scotland’s Choice – Taking Action, or Waiting for Action

Yes Scotland argues that the issue of debt relief illustrates the clear choice that Scotland has to make in the 
forthcoming referendum. With a Yes vote we gain the powers to deliver change and take action. With a No vote 
we remain little more than a small lobby group, with 59 out of 650 MPs at Westminster.

Why settle for making calls and asking for change – when we ourselves have the opportunity to make the 
change directly?

Unjust Debt and Independence

Of course, Yes Scotland cannot guarantee what policy the first governments of an independent Scotland will 
adopt towards debt – that is a matter for the people of Scotland to decide at the elections scheduled for May 
2016. What we can confidently say is that arguments for debt cancelation and related policies will be well 
received and will be influential in shaping a new approach from an independent Scottish Government.

Jubilee Scotland itself attracts support from across civic society – trade unions, churches, local authorities and 
other charities.

And across almost all parties in the Scottish Parliament there is support for the goals of Jubilee Scotland as 
regularly reflected in Parliamentary motions and party conference motions.

For these reasons, we believe that Jubilee Scotland and its supporters can be very optimistic that in an 
independent Scotland many of its goals will be realised.

We support the analysis of Jubilee Scotland on the possibilities open to an independent Scotland. Scotland is 
a wealthy country. By pursuing these possibilities, an independent Scotland has the opportunity to make a real 
and direct difference to the lives of people in developing countries and, more broadly, to show international 
leadership and provide an example of good practise.

Instead of lobbying and waiting, a Yes vote empowers us to act and to lead.
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Working 
together for 
global debt 
justice
(Better Together, Oct 2013)

The choice facing us at the referendum on Scotland’s 
future is the most important decision of our 
lifetimes. The decision we make will have significant 
consequences for our ability to achieve global debt 
justice. Action on debt justice is best achieved 
through Scotland remaining part of a strong, powerful 
and influential United Kingdom.

Through our leadership on debt relief and 
development, the United Kingdom has proven itself 
to be a powerful and influential force for good in the 
world. Since 1945 when we played a pivotal role in 
founding the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank (WB) the United Kingdom has been an 
influential partner in global efforts to reduce poverty. 
As part of the UK, Scotland is at the top table when 
key decisions about debt relief and international 
development are made.

The UK has led the world in cancelling the debts of 
some of the world’s poorest countries. Following the 
calls of the Jubilee Debt Campaign, it was the UK’s 
influence and leadership at the 2005 G8 summit 
here in Scotland that led to the finance ministers 
of the world’s eight biggest economies coming 
together to write-off billions of pounds of debt owed 
by some of the world’s poorest countries to the IMF, 
WB and African Development Fund. As of April, 35 
out of a possible 39 countries had received debt 
relief through the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
initiative. It is because of this decisive action – led by 
the UK – there are now schools and hospitals open in 
some of the poorest countries of the world today

The UK continues to use the scale and reputation 
of its development programme, run from Scotland, 
to shape international efforts. For example, more 
recently the Prime Minister co-chaired the High 
Level Panel to shape the framework that follows the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) after 2015, 

on setting out a vision welcomed by the Secretary 
General of the UN on how to eradicate extreme 
poverty from the world by 2030.

Given the IMF and WB have a weighted system of 
voting, an independent Scotland would not have the 
same level of shareholder power as the UK to exert the 
kind of influence in helping tackle debt, world hunger, 
disease and humanitarian crises as we currently do 
within the UK. Nor would an independent Scotland be 
a member of the G8 that has driven forward much of 
the major progress we have seen. The UK’s network 
of embassies and consulates provides connections 
and global reach far beyond what a separate Scotland 
could realistically hope to achieve. The UK diplomatic 
network is much larger than that proposed for a 
separate Scotland. What’s more the United Kingdom 
was recently named the most powerful nation in the 
world in terms of soft power. Therefore any suggestion 
that an independent Scotland would have the same 
level of influence as the United Kingdom is neither 
credible nor based on fact.

We must recognise that if our efforts to tackle global 
poverty are to be truly transformational, we must 
adopt a holistic approach to development. For debt 
relief to be successful we must ensure a continued 
commitment to delivering humanitarian assistance 
and work to improve health and education, deliver 
democracy and tackle the infrastructural problems 
faced by many developing countries. We must look 
too at the wider global economy and issues such 
as tax, conflict and sustainability. These challenges 
within the international system can only be tackled 
through multilateral action – the UK has a proven 
record and the economic strength to lead this effort.
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