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Our Campaigns
Avoid the Climate Debt Trap
This past year has been tough on everyone as the COVID-19 pandemic has taken over
many facets of our lives. COVID-19 led us to rethink and adjust our approaches to
work, as working from home became obligatory and meetings with our allies became
video calls. As we started work on our campaign ‘Avoid the Climate Debt Trap’ which was focused on lobbying for the Scottish establishment to take a stand on
Climate Debt at the UN Climate Summit (COP26) – things started to shut down and
get pushed back.
COP26 was then pushed to November 2021. But we didn’t give up our focus on
making sure that the Government prioritize Climate Debt and Climate Justice. In
collaboration with Oxfam, SCIAF and Stop Climate Chaos Scotland we produced
‘Financing Climate Justice’, a report that dives into the many ways that Scotland can
make an impact. By increasing the Climate Justice Fund and developing a position on
‘Loss and Damage’ and championing this issue at COP26, Scotland can show it is
committed to climate justice and set an example for other Global north countries.

“The climate emergency is, quite literally, costing the earth for developing
countries. Ahead of COP26 in Glasgow, rich countries must demonstrate that
they will stand shoulder to shoulder with the world’s poorest people by
offering more financial support to countries on the frontline of the climate
emergency to adapt to climate change while also compensating them for
their losses.”

-

Anne Funnemark, Jubilee Scotland
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Promotional material for the report launch

Our research focused on finding the many possible ways that Scotland could increase
finances for Climate Justice.
In the report we called on the Scottish Government to:
• Significantly increase the Climate Justice Fund with new and additional
finance, such as from a high-emitter tax
• Proactively call for other rich countries, including the UK, to increase their own
climate finance informed by a Fair Shares analysis, while championing
additionality before and at COP26
• Undertake a review of the Climate Justice Fund to build on its success, ensuring
that it is fully aligned with best practice in climate adaptation globally
• Develop a position on loss and damage and use this to champion progress on it
at COP26. Namely, a financial mechanism for the WIM and meaningful
development of the Santiago Network
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The report was successful at garnering media attention and a response from the
Scottish Government, but a lot of work is still to be done before COP in November
2021.
If you are interested in reading the report you can read it here at this link.

Event flyer

Alongside the launch of the report, our Campaign Director Anne Funnemark
presented our findings at a webinar which was part of the Climate Fringe (live online
events that tackle environmental issues in different ways). Featured on the webinar
was Climate change researchers Saleemul Huq and Sadie De Coste, who both have
worked extensively in this area.
The report was also turned into a journal article with the title “Climate justice at
COP26: how Scotland can champion change” and published in the Scottish
Geographical Journal. If you want to read the article find it in the Scottish
Geographical Journal, 136:1-4, 57-61, DOI: 10.1080/14702541.2020.1863609
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Drop the Debt Campaign

With the financial crisis brought on by COVID-19, the concept of a Debt Jubilee gained
renewed prominence. Financial institutions and governments around the world
continued pursuing debt payments from countries that needed to be preparing
themselves for a global pandemic. The IMF and the World Bank called for payments to
be suspended, but with the pandemic still burdening many globally for years to come
delaying payment isn’t enough.
On World Health Day, alongside 150 other organisations, we called for a new debt
jubilee to tackle the COVID-19 health and economic crisis. We sent letters to MSPs and
Scottish MPs detailing the importance of debt cancellation worldwide – and wrote an
article in Source (news organization run by Common Weal). We received a positive
response from some MSPs including the Minister for Europe and International
Development, Jenny Gilruth.
Throughout the year campaigns like these have led to the pushing back of debt
payments and the cancellation of some debt by the IMF. however much more debt
still need to be cancelled. Hence, Jubilee Scotland continues to campaign against
unjust debt payments globally.
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Household Debt & COVID-19
Following on from concerns around
debt in the fallout of the pandemic we
started research into the effect that
the burgeoning debt bubble is going
to have on the stigma of debt,
primarily in the household.
Stigma around household debt is
commonplace in the UK, as people fear being seen as irresponsible with money. It can
have knock on negative effects on a person’s life such as damaging their financial
reputation, bad credit, concerns about employment and mental health
problems. This year we have seen a complete shake up of household debt, as
creditors are forced to acknowledge the global circumstances pushing debt levels
higher by offering payment holidays.
Life events - often out of a person's control - are the core cause of increases in
household debt. Now that a majority of the new people facing debt issues can trace
their issues back to one global life event, could it be enough to change how people
perceive debt issues?
Read more about the Stigma of Household Debt in our blog.
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Other Campaigns and calls to action
Throughout the year, we have been working with allies on many different issues:
•

From October 10th to 17th 2020, Jubilee Scotland participated in the Global Week of Action
for Debt Cancellation

•

We took part in the SCCS Green Recovery week, The G20 ‘Cancel the debt’ call to action and
the Just and Green Recovery for Scotland campaign.

•

Monthly coordination meetings with Eurodad’s debt group and calls with other groups
calling for a debt jubilee

•

Joined the Poverty Alliance, a network of organisations and individuals working together to
end poverty

•

Took part in Friends of the Earth’s Build Back Better campaign, and signed on to their letter
to the First Minister

•

Wrote a joint letter to the First Minister with Global Justice Now to ask the SNP to align their
manifesto asks towards the global debt jubilee

•

Took part in the virtual Edinburgh and Lothians May Day

•

Made a petition on our website as a part of the Global Debt Jubilee Campaign

•

Wrote an article for Source about Public Private Partnerships, covering our 2019 campaign

•

Took part in Stop Climate Chaos Scotland meetings throughout the year and have been
especially active in the International Group of the alliance

• Have participated in UK CSO meetings with Richard Montgomery, UK ED to World Bank
•

Took part in the Scottish Government's COP26 Update for Civic Society

•

Took part in the social media campaign Share - Show - Shout for Climate Justice alongside a
number of allies, and shared a toolkit for participation in a blog on our website

• Helped host a Stop Climate Chaos Scotland SNP COP26 Roundtable where more than 40
MSPs and MPs were briefed on how Scotland can play a positive role for Climate Justice
during the UN Climate Summit in Glasgow November 2021
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News within the organization
This year Jubilee Scotland has seen some changes to staff:
• Anne Funnemark took over as Campaign Director in March 2020, as Line
Christensen went on maternity leave. Anne took over just as Covid-19 hit and
was responsible for taking part in many sign on campaigns as well as the
writing and research of our joint report with Stop Climate Chaos Scotland. She
completed her LLM in International Human Rights Law from the University of
Edinburgh and left Jubilee in November 2020 to take on the Advocacy Officer
position at Scottish Environment Link. We wish her all the best in her new job!
• Line Christensen our Campaign Director came back from Maternity leave in
January 2021 and is currently working on this year’s campaign in the run up to
COP26.
• Pete Carson joined us in late 2019 and has worked as our Communications and
Admin assistant, creating social media material and aiding with administrative
tasks in the organization. He is departing the organisation in March 2021 and
we wish him well in his future efforts.
• Anete Tisanova has joined the team as an intern in February 2021, supporting
the work of the campaign director.
We also welcome a new board member starting in March 2021,
• Tess Humble joins the Board of Directors of Jubilee Scotland. Tess has a
background working with climate change and migrant justice. She has worked
with charities that provide assistance to asylum seekers and refugees and gives
talks on border security, climate induced migration and climate justice.
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Get Involved
There are many ways to get involved with Jubilee Scotland’s work:
● Donate: We rely on committed and engaged supporters to keep our campaigns
going. You can make a donation or set up a monthly standing order with the following
information, Account no.: 65196409, Sort Code: 08-92-99
● Join our mailing list: Stay up to date on the latest debt developments and
opportunities to take action. Sign up on our website, or email us about it.
● Promote our campaigns via social media: find us on Facebook and Twitter under
the handle @jubileescotland
● Join our board as an individual: We are always looking for talented individuals
willing to donate their time and skills. Read more about this on our website (under
About us → Jobs and Volunteering)
● Take action: Check out our website for the latest debt justice campaigns, or talk to
us about opportunities to volunteer in campaigns we are running.
● Write for our website: If there’s a debt justice issue that you’re particularly
interested in and want to write about – get in contact and we might be able to feature
your piece on our website.
● Become a member: Organisations can join Jubilee Scotland as members. Contact
us to hear more about membership fees and how we can collaborate. Member
organisations can nominate a representative to our board and have a say in the
running of the organisation and its campaigns.
If you have questions about any of these ways to get involved, email us at
mail@jubileescotland.org.uk or visit our website: www.jubileescotland.org.uk
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